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The Evolution and Return of the Idea of University

Zhang Wei
(Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081)

Abstract: Based on the basic concepts, it was reviewed on the ideas of university in different periods of
mid —century, Renaissance and regional reform, as well as those by John Henry Newman and Wilhelm Von
Humboldt. The origin and evolution on the idea of America, especially the significance of Wisconsin Idea, were
analyzed. Every kind of the ideas of university was historical choice, and the result of the development regular
pattern and exteral influence. It was queried for the validity of statement of returing to the idea of university in
the way of generalization and simplization. At last, it was discussed on the limitation of history, importance of
opening, diversification of differentiation, as well as inevitability of Chinese characteristics.
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